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19th March 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURE 
 
I am sure that you heard the statement made by the UK’s Education Secretary yesterday in which he announced that 
schools in England will be closing at the end of the school day tomorrow (Friday 20th March), and quite possibly for 
an extended period of time. It was also mentioned that schools will still need to look after the children of key 
workers which we understand include NHS staff, police, teachers, social care workers and supermarket delivery 
drivers; as well as vulnerable children including those who have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and any 
children who have an attached Social Worker. 
 
On Monday 22nd March, the school will therefore re-open to those pupils only. We will await further information 
from the government today around who is classed as a ‘key worker’ and on that basis ask parents to inform us as to 
whether they fall into those categories. 
 
Whilst this was always a possibility, it still comes as a shock to everyone in the school community. We appreciate 
that these government measures are severe, however these steps will mean far fewer children in schools – thus 
helping to slow the spread of COVID-19. These measures are crucial to make sure the critical parts of the economy 
keep functioning and public services keep functioning. These really are unprecedented events and we feel that as a 
staff, we all have to ‘pull together’ to ensure that we support our school community in the best way that we can. 
 
In my letter yesterday, I mentioned our ‘home learning’ page which is now live on the school website: 
 
http://www.highleyschool.co.uk/school-info/parent-zone/home-learning 
 
This already has English and Maths links and other links will be added over the coming days. Please do not forget to 
email school if you are struggling to login to NumBots (KS1), Times Tables Rock Stars or Spelling Shed. All children 
will also be sent home tomorrow with a pack of activities. However, if your family is currently self-isolating, we 
would be more than happy to deliver packs directly home – please email school if you would like to arrange this. 
The admin email address (admin@highleyschool.co.uk) will be monitored throughout the period of closure and any 
emails forwarded to relevant class teachers to address – we are here to help with any home learning queries! 
 
I wish you and your families well during this exceptionally difficult period,  
 
 
 
Mr T Plim 
Headteacher 
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