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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have reached the end of a very tricky week in school, with a number of children off school with 

covid, and a large number isolating at home waiting for PCR test results. For those of you who have 

been asked to get a PCR test for your child(ren) or to keep them at home until you have a result, a 

huge thank you for supporting us with this request and for doing it as promptly as possible. I do 

empathise with how inconvenient it is (I spent yesterday at home with my daughter juggling my own 

work and her home learning). This is quite a new situation for us all, as we have fared pretty well 

over the last 18-months! Some of the important lessons we have learnt over the past week:

1. Where children have had symptoms, they have not always been the ‘classic’ ones for COVID-

19 (cough, high temperature or loss of taste/smell). Instead, symptoms have included runny 

noses, tummy aches, sore throats or headaches.

2. To date, in 66% of the positive results returned to us, the person who has tested positive has 

been asymptomatic when they took their PCR test, which means that they did not display any 

symptoms at all but still tested positive. It is so important that if you are contacted because 

your child is identified as a close contact of a positive case, that you arrange a PCR test. As the 

majority of cases are asymptomatic, if you choose not to get a test, then the risk of cases 

rising will increase. We would also recommend twice-weekly lateral flow tests at home.

3. It is for the reason above that we decided to, as a temporary measure, ask you to keep 

children at home if you were able to, whilst awaiting their PCR test results. This was a 

measure agreed by Shropshire Public Health to help us manage the situation

4. If you opt for a home (PCR) test kit, whilst it is more convenient, please consider that you will 

not receive a result for up to 5 days after ordering it from the .gov website. It is a much slower 

process than going to a test centre, and tests are also more likely to get lost in the system. We 

still have a lot of results that have not been returned to families who posted them last 

weekend. Please get in touch with school if you need help to arrange a test.

They are certainly starting to recognise me at my nearest test centre as I have visited on 4 evenings 

in the last 7-days! Thankfully, as well as tests returning as ‘negative’, results have always come back 

within 16 hours; and when booking, there are always same-day appointments available, sometimes 

within an hour of logging on! With the weekend almost here, it is a good time to go to a test centre 

so that results are received before children return to school on Monday. Hopefully, the measures 

we have reintroduced in school for this period will reduce the number of cases; we will contact you 

as soon as possible with regard to any new positive cases or changes to our procedures. I really do 

thank you for supporting school with this.

Warm regards, Mr Plim
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Please ensure that any 
updates to contact 

numbers, email addresses, 
home addresses and 

collection permissions are 
emailed to the office. 

It is important that our 
records are kept up to 

date so that we are able to 
contact you should your 

child need to be collected.

All absences from school 
must be reported to the 

office by 9am at the latest, 
wherever possible. Thank 

you.

Breakfast club continues to run from 7.30am each morning and is a great opportunity for children to 
make new friends. Children from all age groups and classes attend breakfast club and enjoy a 

healthy, nutritious breakfast each morning. Once children have had their breakfast they are able to 
play a variety of games with their friends. Click here for more information!

As a trial, we are going to be offering a Sausage Bap once a week as a treat. We will review this at 
half term.

If your child develops any symptoms of Covid-19, they 
should go for a test immediately & isolate until you receive 

the results. With infection rates rising, the advice from 
Shropshire Public Health is that if children are not their 
normal selves e.g. tummy ache, runny nose, sore throat 

etc. to now seek a PCR test as this is how the current 
variant of coronavirus is showing in young children. 

This can be booked using the link below:
PCR Test

Children awaiting test results must remain at home until a 
negative result is received.

If children are awaiting a test result or have covid but are 
well enough to work, and don’t have access to technology, 

we have a limited number of laptops we can loan out. 
Contact the office if required.

http://highleyschool.co.uk/media/6564/summer-19-promotion.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/essential-worker
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Hazelwells’ star is a super star learner who has 
been the first to complete online learning and 
been keen to interact with his teachers despite 
being at home. Miles we are very proud of you 

and how you have settled in so well to your 
schoolwork and the new routines that have 

come along this year. Well done !

Netherton has 2 stars this week! The first is 
Sidney for always being a polite and smiley 

member of the class. He goes out of his way 
to help out everyone and approaches 

everything he does with a positive attitude.
Charlie is also a star this week, you have 

been working so hard from home! You have 
kept going, completing all our tasks and 

going above and beyond by recording videos 
of yourself reading! You have joined in all our 

live sessions and being very excited about 
everything we have done! Well done Charlie 

– We are very proud of you!

Arley’s star of the week is Tommy. Tommy has 
only recently joined our class and we are so 
happy to welcome him! Tommy works hard, 
listens carefully to instructions, and always 

tries his best. He has already made lots of new 
friends and is always polite and helpful. Well 

done Tommy!

The star of the week in Ironbridge this week has 
been Connor who has kept us all laughing with his 
ginormous smile, thirst for knowledge, beautiful 
handwriting and wonderful manners. Thank you 

Connor, we are lucky to have you. 

The Hitchens’ star of the week is Emily who has 
entered Year 6 with a ‘can do’ attitude and has 

really thrown herself into catching up on any work 
missed. It is lovely to see your confidence 

increasing Emily… keep up the excellent work and 
keep smiling!

The star of the week for Miners Class is Sydney. He 
had a great start to the week in school, joining in 
with our phonics games. When he began home 

learning, he made a amazing nest and sang a 
brilliant song for us!

Severn’s star this week is Eve. In a such a difficult 
week with absences, Eve has been so mature, 

hardworking, and helpful! I have been particularly 
impressed with Eve in Maths, she works quietly 

and confidently, becoming more confident in 
round huge numbers! Well done Eve!

Clee’s stars this week are Harriet and Lily-Joy.
Harriet has been working really hard all week and 

produced some fantastic writing.
Lily-Joy has shown great listening skills and has 

been very enthusiastic about joining in with 
learning activities. 

This week Station’s star is Corben. He is always 
hard working, contributes to every lesson and is 
always polite. He has been really pushing himself 
on the daily mile track and is a pleasure to teach. 

Well done Corben !

Wrekin star of the week is the delightful 
Mollie. Mollie has demonstrated great 

maturity and kindness towards others in class 
and has always been willing to help out when 
needed – doing so in a patient, gentle manner. 
She always has a smile on her face and brings a 
little sunshine to the room! Well done, Mollie!


